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Executive Summary

The Critical Ecosystems Partnership Fund (CEPF), since 2007, has directed investments to the tune of $6 million
towards conservation initiatives in the Western Ghats biodiversity hot spot. Projects supported by CEPF covered
direct conservation interventions, research and documentation of biodiversity and conservation challenges,
and awareness raising regarding conservation.

In late 2013 a study was commissioned to determine whether there were any measurable changes in ecosystem
services as a result of these interventions in the Western Ghats. These were to be measured in terms of 1) Extent
of improvement in habitat as a proxy for biodiversity services, 2) Extent of improvement in hydrological services,
and 3) Extent of improvement in carbon services. Findings are presented both as an overall analysis of trends
across the Western Ghats as well as a comparison between key biodiversity areas (KBA) selected by the CEPF
for interventions (priority KBA) and those where interventions were not undertaken (non-priority KBA). This
study also aimed to develop a scientifically valid and replicable framework for monitoring impacts of CEPF
interventions on ecosystem services.

We used two principal sources of data namely, MODIS and Landsat for analysis. We used dynamic linear models to
remove the effect of climatic variables (rainfall and temperature) on the observed trends in the three ecosystem
services studied. Thus the reported trends are largely impacts of conservation interventions and other non-
climatic processes.

Key results showed no significant change in any of the three ecosystem services in nearly half of the Western
Ghats. In the remaining region, results showed a declining trend in NDVI as a proxy for biodiversity, but an
increasing trend was observed in carbon storage and hydrologic services. When priority KBAs were compared
with non-priority KBAs, a decreasing trend in NDVI was seen in a larger proportion of priority KBAs than non-
priority KBAs. However, results from the carbon services indicate a greater proportion of area with increase in
carbon sequestration in both priority and non-priority KBAs. The total amount of carbon sequestered by priority
KBAs was almost twice that of non-priority KBAs. Results of the hydorlogical services show a greater proportion
of area with increase in blue water services (streamflow, soil moisture and ground water recharge) for both
priority and non-priority KBAs. The total amount of blue water provided by priority KBAs was almost twice that
of non-priority KBAs.

Itis not possible to attribute the observed trends to interventions made by a single programme. Hence our results
represent a combination of conservation actions by different players. Our study suggests that freely available
remotely sensed products like MODIS and Landsat can be used efficiently to analyse trends in ecosystem services
as a response to conservation/anthropogenic factors at a given site. The framework provided in this study can
be improvised to monitor impact of climate change on ecosystem processes and services, and in predicting
future changes in the ecosystem.






Background

Goal and Objectives

This study aimed to develop a scientifically valid and replicable framework for monitoring impacts of CEPF
interventions on ecosystem services. The objectives of this study were to measure trends in three ecosystem
services using remotely sensed proxy’s or indices namely

1. Biodiversity
2. Hydrologic and

3. Carbon.

This technical report describes the data spanning the period 2000 to 2013, analytic procedure and results of the
analysis. We also present an interpretation of the results along with a brief discussion on the way forward.

The study had two major deliverables. 1) A complete technical write-up (this report) and 2) the source code used
for the analysis along with associated documentation’. The results have been presented in terms of overall
trends in the ecosystem services and trends across priority KBA in comparison to non-priority KBA, the latter
providing the control. The script used for the analysis will facilitate replication of this exercise in other regions
with minimal expert intervention.

Study Design

The design of this study needed to meet the following major requirements:

1. The analysis presented could be re-run on data for different regions with minimal modification of the
script.

2. Data requirements were to be limited to existing monitoring procedures at CEPF and the use of freely
available satellite imagery. No field work or additional field based data was to be used.

3. The methods used were to rely on established protocols for analysis which had been published in high
ranked peer reviewed journals and tested in production environments.

4. Results of the analysis were to be presented in terms of percentage change as well as graphs. Additional
detailed results of the analysis were to be provided in this technical report.

5. Open source software was to be used throughout this study. The code written to do the analysis was to be
released under a Creative Commons open source license to facilitate peer review and improvement.

The required outputs of this study were:

« Maps showing trends in change of the normalised difference vegetation index (NDVI) as a proxy for biodi-
versity services “%), hydrologic services as blue and green water and carbon services, covering the period
2000 to 2013.

"Published on GitHub https://github.com/feralindia/CEPF_monitoring and https://github.com/feralindia/CEPF_
monitoring/wiki



« A comparison between CEPF invested key biodiversity areas (priority KBA) and areas without CEPF invest-
ment (non-priority KBA) for these services.

« Adocumentation of the script used for the analysis, along with relevant citations.

Overview of Methods

Download Data

wODIS The work of Hansen et al.®") was based on a time se-
Rectify & Correct
Radiometrically
Determine Methods
Based on Literature Review

Derive Intermediate
Layers

Check Output Against
Published Results

The methods adopted in this study were significantly
influenced by the recent publication of global maps of
forest cover loss between the period 2000-2012 (332,

ries of Landsat images and training data from Quick-

Remove Bad Pixels

moms R Leer bird imagery validated through existing percent tree

cover layers based on Landsat and MODIS. Their ap-
proach was based on estimating forest loss / gain us-
ing decision trees and the trends using ordinary least
squares slope of the regression of annual loss versus

year. To validate the modelled outputs, the authors

results use MODIS NDVI data. As acknowledged by the au-
consistent thors to fully characterise these dynamics, such ef-
forts should extend beyond estimating forest cover
loss to identifying causes of forest cover loss and to
estimate recovery rates. Other issues with the paper
included the categorisation of forests which did not
Consistent differentiate between plantations and native species

Results

Y (all vegetation taller than 5m was classified as forest)

4
@@ and the definition of gain and loss of forests which

was categorical and coarse in terms of time scales.

A We used a non-parametric regression based approach

@t Trend which provides more information than a simple im-
or Each Pixel

age subtraction procedure®. A continuous non-

Y parametric linear regressions was used to quantify
@ change as a trend *3%) broadly along the approach
used by Reymondin et al. " for integrating data from

Figure 1: Simplified flowchart of steps used for analysing the Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission (TRMM) into

the imagery. the analysis to account for changes in NDVI due to

rainfall.

The non-parametric Sen slope 8 was used to quan-
tify the magnitude of the monotonic trend in the time-series of vegetation quality, carbon services and hydrolog-
ical services. This approach involves computing slopes for all the pairs of ordinal time points and then using the
median of these slopes as an estimate of the overall slope. Unlike linear regression, it is not greatly affected
by data errors, outliers, or missing data. Results from the vegetation quality, carbon services and hydrologic
services analysis were used to analyse the spatial variability of trends for the period 2000 - 2013 for all pixels
within the Western Ghats. The overall procedure that was followed comprised of six steps, namely:

1. Downloading data after checking for quality.



Images were first screened using quality control documentation on the respective sites. For Landsat, we
discarded images with more than 10% cloud cover and only downloaded images which had been corrected
for terrain. For MODIS we used pixel reliability or quality layer provided along with the product to remove
pixels which were affected by cloud, sensor and aerosol effects. Automated scripts were used to download
MODIS data. Scripts were written to batch process the original HDF file, they were re-projected to WGS
84 datum and converted to geo-tiffs. The output files were renamed to indicate the row path, date and
product.

2. Performing radiometric corrections.
For Landsat images cloud assessment and removal through masking was done followed by radiometric
normalisation using the dark object subtraction method (DOS4).

3. Identifying procedures for processing images.
An extensive literature review was undertaken ahead of the study to identify the broad framework for
analysis. This was refined to specific procedures after assessing the pros and cons of alternative methods.

4. Derive intermediate products.

A number of intermediate products were derived prior to the final output, at each stage the output was
validated against published literature. On occasion, results had to be rejected and alternative procedures
adopted based on additional review of literature.

5. Derive index for the respective ecosystem service.
The final annual measure of each ecosystem service was validated against published literature and other

comparable data-sets.

6. Run trend analysis.

4

Finally trends in the three ecosystem services were determined for the period 2000 to 2013. First “raw’
trend, not corrected for effects of temperature and rainfall, was derived. The trend analysis was then
repeated after these effects were removed, to approximate the impact of non-natural processes on trends.

We used four principal sources of data namely, MODIS“3), Landsat 7 ETM %) TRMM: 3B43©%) and ASTER(,
Methods used for analysis are presented below.

The following datasets were downloaded from relevant sites:
+ MODIS (2000-2013)

- MOD13Q1[version5]: NDVI

- MOD11A2[version 5]: Land Surface Temperatures

- MOD17A3[version5.5]:Net Primary Productivity

- MOD16A2[version 5]: Evapotranspiration

- MOD16A3[version5]: Potential Evaopotranspiration
- MOD44B|version 5.1]: Tree-cover

- MCD12Q1[version 5]: Landcover

« Landsat 7 ETM (1999-2013): Multispectral (8 band) imagery
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« TRMM: 3B43 [version 7]: Potential rainfall

« ASTER: Digital Elevation Model (DEM)

All these datasets are available free of cost from web portals. Each dataset was screened for quality prior to
downloading. The Landsat 7 ETM datasets used were L1T corrected prior to distribution ®” | implying they were
geometrically corrected and had been corrected for terrain effects.

Radiometric correction of images

Pre-processing of images to correct radiometric and geometric errors is a prerequisite to image processing. We
encountered three major types of errors:

« Atmospheric interference - this is caused by aerosols, moisture and dust which alter the reflectance at the
sensor. Allimages were corrected for top of atmosphere reflectance and at surface radiance using dark
object subtraction.

« Instrumentation errors - errors which creep in due to malfunctioning of the sensors such as the scan line
corrector malfunction for Landsat 7. Available techniques for gap filling often introduced artefacts in the
data which would have influenced our results. Our approach was therefore to reduce the gap by merging
multiple images from the same season and year by extracting the maximum digital numbers.

« Cloud cover - obscuring of scenes due to cloud cover was dealt with by identifying clouds and masking
them out of the image. A merger of the same season/year images as described earlier was then done which
reduced the gaps in the final product.

Techniques we used for pre-processing of images were based on methods followed in peer reviewed literature.
Relevant publications include Hansen et al.®") and Potapov et al.(®?) both of who performed top of atmosphere
correction based on Chander et al.('*). Other relevant literature includes Hansen et al. (33 for pre-processing
Landsat data, Hansen et al.(3%) for MODIS and Hansen and DeFries (?°) for selecting cloud free images and forest
change metrics. The latter procedure is also illustrated in Broich et al.(1),

The approach used by Hansen et al.®") involved a mix of Landsat and MODIS products and they normalised the
images using dark object subtraction method. Systematic differences across Landsat scenes due to variations in
scan angles were rectified using a linear relationship described in Hansen et al.(33)

Various techniques have been employed for cloud removal which includes the use of classification trees based
on two-band ratios as inputs 336859 A different approach was followed by Reymondin et al.(7®) who used the
Harmonic ANalysis of Time Series (HANTS) algorithm 42,

Filling of gaps created due to the failure of the scan line corrector on Landsat 7 has been dealt with differently.
Among the most common techniques is to use compositing between different periods'” which is also used to
fillin gaps created by clouds.

Top of atmosphere correction

The Geographical Resource Analysis Support System (GRASS) is a comprehensive open source package for GIS
and remote sensing. The GRASS module “i.landsat.toar” was used to perform atmospheric correction using
the dark object subtraction (DOS4) method and for calculating top of atmosphere radiance values which were
subsequently utilised for the cloud detection and masking operations.

6



Cloud detection

The Landsat automatic cloud cover assessment module “i.acca” uses the algorithm from Irish et al.(*?). The
algorithm is “an unsupervised classifier for clouds, which takes advantage of known spectral properties of
clouds, snow, bright soil, vegetation, and water”“%), The GRASS module “i.acca” uses reflectance values of
images processed with the module “i.atcorr”. Other approaches used for cloud filling include the use of Fourier

analysis of time series (%),

De-striping

Striping is caused by the failure of the Scan Line Corrector (SLC) in Landsat 7 ETM on May 31, 2003, as described
on the United States Geological Survey (USGS) web page' and led to a wedge shaped area appearing on the
image edge leading to the loss of about 22% of the total pixels per scene.

De-striping methods There are two common approaches within which different algorithms can be used for
removing stripes from images.

Statistical techniques for filling in from existing image edges This technique requires an interpolation
of neighbouring (edge) pixels to fill in gaps. Examples of algorithms used include:

1. gdal_fillnodata.py* uses a four directional conic search and an inverse distance weighting to interpolate
values from neighbouring edge pixels of gaps described by a MASK file 3.

2. Interpolation using a neighbourhood filter wider than the maximum size of the void (14 pixels).
This method has the following advantages:

1. It uses pixel values from the existing scene and not from a referenced scene. The latter method would
result in repetitions of pixels for a series of images in the same tile leading to a flattening of the NDVI slope
during the analysis.

2. It uses fewer assumptions than some of the more involved statistical approaches.

On the down side this method may introduce artefacts from the interpolation which would have otherwise
been corrected. For example, an abrupt change in land cover from a building or small water body will not be
detected, instead pixel values interpolated from the edges will be used. Another disadvantage is that it causes
smudging of the resulting raster as shown in figure 2. This smudging can be reduced by lowering the width of
the neighbourhood filter.

Mosaicking of images and extraction of pixel values from reference images Mosaicking requires the
reference image to be filled in by one or more “reference” image set. The latter is a SLC-on image, i.e. before
the SLC failed. This image is typically the closest anniversary date image to the SLC-off image. Other properties
desired from a reference image are listed in the USGS page®

1. Image segmentation where NxN pixel windows from a source raster nearest in year-date are used to replace
same sized windows in the gap.

Thttp://landsat.usgs.gov/products_slcoffbackground.php
Ihtt:p://vﬂm.gdz—nl .org/gdal_fillnodata.html
§https ://landsat .usgs.gov/images_will_work_best_to_fill_in_the_gaps.php
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Figure 2: Results of running the gdal_fillnodata.py algorithm on a striped image (left). The results show a smudging
of the image for the entire width defined in the gap-filling routine.

2. The USGS approach ®”) similar to the one above, where a no-gap image closest in terms of the anniversary
date of the SLC-off image is used to fill in the void pixel by pixel. Values used are based on bias corrections
and standard deviates of pixel brightness. The method is computationally efficient and is utilised by
numerous commercial packages.

3. Astatistical approach where no-gap images are used alone or in time-series to predict the value of the
missing pixels in the gap.

Procedure adopted We first ran the analysis without filling in the SLC gaps as initial runs showed that overlay
of three or more scenes from the same tile acquired close together in time resulted in a substantial filling of the
SLC gap. Given that our analysis required images taken from seasonal time periods, it was assumed that we
could fillin gaps from the SLC error simply by taking values from temporally adjacentimages. While this may not
totally replace the gap, it would reduce it substantially as demonstrated in figure 3. Further, as we are detecting

Figure 3: Reduction of the gap due to SLC errors by overlaying temporally adjacent images. Two adjacent images
(left) and three adjacent images (right).

change based on a statistical slope derived from images spanning over a decade, it was felt that a few missing
points due to gaps in data are unlikely to affect the overall results obtained.

However, on analysing the final product we found that the SLC gaps were distinct from the other regions of the
image on account of varying NDVI values in the images used to fill in the missing pixels. Therefore we reverted to
the interpolation method provided by the GDAL libraries for the gap filling of images for this exercise.

8



For the MODIS images a different approach was used. We first removed the pixels affected by cloud, aerosols,
sensor artefacts etc., using pixel reliability or quality assessment layer provided along with the product. We then
corrected for bad pixels and filled the gaps in the MODIS layers (NDVI and LST), by performing Harmonic ANalysis
of Time Series (HANTS) algorithm on original time series data (79) jn GRASS 7 (r.hants module).

Analytic approach

We used a statistical or “soft” approach to measure the extent of change observed in the study area. This provides
a number of specific advantages over “hard” approaches where the data is categorised into fixed and often
arbitrary groups.

1. Statistical approaches are less sensitive to data gaps, provided there are sufficient number of points
available to determine a trend. This can play an important role in areas where successive imageries may
not be available due to atmospheric disturbances (cloud cover) or where the data itself has gaps such as
the SLC error in Landsat 7 images after 2003.

2. Statistical measurements allow us to derive confidence intervals for the reported change. This is cru-
cial when using such information for decision support where different degrees of confidence may be
appropriate according to the given application.

3. Unlike approaches where responses are reported in hard classifications, statistical results are reported on
a continuous scale.

Removing the effect of climatic variables

Dynamic linear models (DLM) have been used in different scientific disciplines to study trends over time and these
include stream hydrology and population ecology %) and more recently to analyse changes in vegetation
greenness in response to climate change *®). In a linear regression, the regression coefficients do not change
over time. However, in a dynamic linear model the regression coefficients, the intercepts and slopes can vary
as a function of time. Thus allowing us to capture the time-varying nature of the relationship. In a DLM the
regression coefficients are generated for each time step, the trend in the intercept can be interpreted as variability
in the response variable that is not captured by the co-variates alone. In this case the response variables are
biodiversity services, hydrologic services and above ground carbon sequestration and the co-variates used
are rainfall and temperature. The monotonic trends in the regression coefficient can be estimated using a non
parametric bootstrap estimate of the median values or by fitting a non-parametric Sen slope.

We used data from the TRMM (TRMM3B43 dataset) to derive monthly rainfall estimates for each of MODIS and
Landsat layers used in the analysis. Remotely sensed Land Surface Temperature was used to characterise
ambient temperature. To improvise computational efficiency we restricted the analysis to annual time series of
MODIS and Landsat data. However the same approach can be used to work with the original 16 day MODIS data
and 3 hourly TRMM3B42 datasets.

We then ran a dynamic linear model to extract the intercept for each response layer (biodiversity services,
hydrologic services and above ground carbon sequestration) with rainfall and temperature as climatic variables
which influenced the response variable. The monotonic trends derived from the Sen’s slope of the intercept
can be interpreted as variability in the response variable that is not captured by the co-variates, and can be
attributed to anthropogenic sources.



Challenges and Opportunities

There were a number of challenges which had to be overcome during this study, some of which considerably
delayed our progress. The most serious of these was the difficulty in building a seasonal or annual time series of
gap filled Landsat images. This is owing to persistent cloud cover, particularly during the monsoons, and the
increasing scan line gap from 2003 to 2013. The computational requirements imposed by the large datasets and
the limited computational power at our disposal was another challenge. The dataset comprised hundreds of
images, all of which needed to go through many intermediate steps prior to the results. Consequently, com-
putational times were very large. Most scripts ran for days to deliver each intermediate result. An additional
cause for added computational times was “false starts”, where weeks to months of efforts had to be discarded in
favour of a different approach.

The inclusion of Landsat images in the analysis, on the suggestion of earlier reviewers of the proposal, was a
major challenge. The Landsat dataset had three major advantages, its resolution is 30m (60m for the period prior
to year1999) compared to 250m for the MODIS dataset. Landsat bands cover a wide range of the electromagnetic
spectrum allowing the extraction of more features than MODIS. Finally, the Landsat products go back to 1970 as
compared to the MODIS data which is available from 2000. On the down-side, the Landsat required far more
processing than the MODIS dataset. This was not just in terms of the large number of pixels to be processed, but
more so because the original proposal envisaged the use of available MODIS products which had already been
processed and were useable directly for the trend analysis. Furthermore, all of the MODIS products have been
validated through comprehensive field testing and modelling. Therefore for every MODIS product, for example
net primary productivity (NPP) we had to derive a product from Landsat images going through numerous steps
and cross checks with other published results.

Another major challenge was the validation of the results which could not be done both due to the absence of
historical datasets and the lack of resources for field validation. We therefore relied on available literature. For
projects where literature was not available, for instance the land surface temperature outputs, we compared
with the station level air-temperature data and obtained the relationship. All results presented in the study are
therefore indices or approximations of actual values and error margins or uncertainties vary by each output.

Future Work

This study has led to new avenues of research being opened up. For instance, the existing analytic framework can
easily be extended to determine trends across other ecological processes such as how the change in vegetation
cover is impacting carbon or hydrologic services. The relationship between aerosols and rainfall as reported

(50)

by recent literature ™"’ is another avenue which remains to be explored. Aerosols are produced largely due to

anthropogenic activities such as burning of biomass, fuel and industrial processes.
The large baseline and derived datasets which have been created by this project can be used elsewhere.

In terms of further work, there is a good case for re-writing the code for speed optimisation: Creating small,
independent sub-routines and replacing repetitive tasks and loops with functions where possible would make
the code far more efficient and re-useable. Using multi-core features built into R so it can be run on large server
clusters is another task which would greatly improve the performance of the existing scripts.

Layout of the Report

This technical report comprises of this introductory chapter which provides an overview of the study and broad
description of the methods and challenges faced. This is followed by three major chapters, each dealing with
one of the ecosystem services studied. These three chapters are largely self contained and comprise of three
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sections each. The first introduces the context and state of the science with respect to the ecosystem service
being covered. The methods section covers details of the data used, analytic process and refers to relevant

literature where appropriate. The results are presented at the end of each chapter along with discussions on the
relevance of the findings.



Trends in Biodiversity Services

Introduction

Tropical forests support the highest concentration of biodiversity, with a few hotspots supporting a large number
of endemics ®%. However, tropical forests are in turn seriously threatened by habitat destruction, leading to large

scale biodiversity loss (1722

. Historical analysis of extinctions, for a few groups of organisms, reveal extinction
rates for the last three centuries which are several hundred times higher than the rate expected on the basis of
the geological record '), Projections of biodiversity loss also indicate that continued land-use change is the
most important driver which will push several species towards extinction ¢3). Adding to this global crisis is the
loss of biodiversity due to habitat fragmentation (203%44),

2,31,34,67,76,89) and fragmentation "”) has gained significant importance

Understanding trends in forest cover loss!
in the last few decades. Studies analysing these trends have only been possible with the advancementin remotely
sensed products and software to analyse large volumes of data (>2%266%95) Currently it is estimated that nearly
1.71 million km? " 0 2.3 million km? " of forest has been lost between 2000 and 2012. Riitters et al. (") found
that rate of loss of forest interior compared to the rate of loss of all forest area was 3.1 times higher on the global
scale, with a net loss of 3.76 million km?2 of interior forest areas between 2000 and 2012. Further studies on trends
in biodiversity loss indicate that, land-use change will probably have the largest effect, followed by climate

change, nitrogen deposition, biotic exchange, and elevated carbon dioxide concentration (%,

In India, it is estimated that nearly 0.89 to 0.63 million km?2of forest was lost between 1880 and 2010. More
recently, decadal trends between 1985 and 2005 shows that nearly 0.36 million km?of forest cover was lost
across the country, with deciduous broad leaf forest showing the highest percentage of loss during the above
mentioned time period ®. In the Western Ghats, one of the 36 global biodiversity hotspots ®>, nearly 40,000
km? of forests was lost during the period 1973 -1995. During the same period dense forest was reduced by 33.2%
and open forests decreased by 33.2%, also degraded forest increased indicating high levels of fragmentation 4",

Associations between habitat loss, land-use change and biodiversity loss have contributed towards the develop-
ment of remotely sensed indices to characterise biodiversity (84594 Remotely sensed indices or surrogates of
biodiversity provides a rigorous and comparable basis for understanding vegetation heterogeneity-diversity
relationships, and offer a powerful tool for monitoring and understanding the responses of biodiversity and
ecosystems to the changing environment. Recent studies have shown that monitoring productivity and land-
cover changes through time has the potential to identify not only areas undergoing forest cover loss but also to

18,74)_ Studies have also shown the utility of

indicate areas where potential biodiversity change may be occurring!
using automated analysis of multi-date NDVI data in the real time monitoring of vegetation change. These assist
in identifying areas where biodiversity losses can be expected (7°).

Studies in the Western Ghats have shown the utility of using NDVI, a remotely sensed product of greenness,

®), Krishnaswamy et al. (4>

to characterise areas of high and low species richness of trees in tropical forests
demonstrated the utility of using multi-date NDVI data to quantify variability in forest types across a moisture
gradient and also its ability to capture floristic diversity. Additionally their multi-date NDVI distance measure
provides a continuous ecological scale, which complements existing forest classification systems. While this
is seen as a superior approach ("® as compared to using single date NDVI as a surrogate for biodiversity, the
procedure followed requires a reference set of sites to develop a surrogate for tree diversity. Implementing this

approach might be constrained to landscapes where ground truth data is available.

As a surrogate for trends in biodiversity we studied trends in habitat quality measured by NDVI in the Western
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Ghats for the period 2000 to 2013. Our main objective was to analyse the changes in NDVI, a proxy for biodiversity
services, as a response to conservation and management interventions undertaken in the Western Ghats key
biodiversity areas by CEPF and other organisations. We make use of a time series of satellite images, remove the
influence of climatic variable like temperature and rainfall and then derive trends to estimate observed changes
in the quality of habitat due to anthropogenic factors.

Methods

We used remotely sensed data for analysing trends in habitat quality from two sources, Moderate Resolution
Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) and Landsat. NDVI is a measure of greenness and therefore changes in
NDVI represent an alteration in quality of the habitat which can be associated with biodiversity services®.
Earlier studies have shown that the NDVI and heterogeneity in NDVI can be used to characterise tree species
richness ©*%), To explore the relationship between NDVI and faunal diversity we calculated species richness of
mammals, reptiles and amphibians from the IUCN redlist data set at a spatial resolution of 5 km? for the entire
Western Ghats. We plotted this data against the median NDVI calculated for each pixel from monthly maximums
across the years 2000 to 2013.

MODIS dataset

We used MOD13Q1 product from MODIS for this study. MOD13Q1 provides the average NDVI data at 250m res-
olution, every 16 days. This product also includes two quality assessment layers, Quality detailed QA layer
(unit- Bits) and pixel reliability summary QA layer (unit- Rank), which can be used to evaluate the quality of
each pixel. We found that the outputs generated by considering pixel ranks 0 -Good data and 1-Marginal data,
available in pixel reliability layer, were highly comparable with outputs generated using flags good and highest
quality from detailed QA layer. As pixel reliability layer was rank based and simpler to use, we preferred this
over detailed quality layer for removing pixels with bad quality such as those affected by cloud and aerosols
from MOD13Q1 product. The resulting 16 days product was gap filled using Harmonic Analysis of Time Series
(HANTS) algorithm “27) implemented in the r.hants module in GRASS7. Monthly maximum NDVI tiles were then
generated for all the years from 2000 to 2013. Further, we generated annual tiles from 16 day NDVI tiles with
the median NDVI values for each year. Land Surface Temperature (LST) during day time was obtained from the
MOD11A2 product, which is characterised by a temporal resolution of 8 days and spatial resolution of 1km. Using
quality control layer available with the product only the pixels with good quality algorithm results were retained
for further analysis. Quality assessed eight day products were then gap filled using r.hants module. Further, we
developed annual median temperature tiles from these eight day products for each year.

The TRMM data set was used to estimate the amount of rainfall received. We used the 3 hourly product 3B43 (V7)
to generate, daily, monthly and annual totals.

Landsat dataset

The pre-processed (see section 2.2 for additional details) Near Infra Red (NIR) and Red (R) bands from Landsat
for the period 2000-2013 were used to derive the NDVI layer using the formula:

(NIR-R)

NDV]= ———
(NIR+R)

(M

We derived the maximum NDVI for each year using the tiles from post-monsoon season (October, November and
December).
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Analysis

The monotonic trends in NDVI for the period 2000 to 2013 were estimated across the Western Ghats using Sen
slope ®8). A dynamic linear model (DLM) ¢4 was fitted to remove the influence of climatic variables on the levels
of NDVI data. To do this we ran a regression of the time varying annual median NDVI against annual median
land surface temperature and rainfall. The LST was derived from MODIS LST product and annual rainfall from
the TRMM product. We then used the Sen slope on the time varying intercepts from the resulting DLM model to
characterise the trends after removing the influence of temperature and rainfall,

TRMM

Annual median
TRMM

Annual median Annual median
NDVI LST

Remove climatic
influence (DLM)

Trend analysis

Figure 4: Procedure followed for deriving NDVI values as proxies for biodiversity services.

Results and Discussion

In the Western Ghats, areas with high NDVI also house higher diversity of amphibians, reptiles and mammals.
However this relationship is not linear, as NDVI tend to saturate at higher values. On the other hand, areas with
low NDVI correspond to areas with low biodiversity, whereas areas with high NDVI correspond to areas with
higher (Fig. 5). Earlier studies had demonstrated the utility of using NDVI to map biodiversity of trees in the
Western Ghats (©). Our results further strengthens the use of NDVI to monitor faunal diversity as well as monitoring
vegetation quality ®®).

Our results show that when the trends are not corrected for climatic factors, biodiversity change was noticed in
only 15% of the Western Ghats (Table 1). However when corrected for temperature and rainfall nearly 50% of
the Western Ghats shows significant trend in biodiversity during the period 2000-2013 and 28% of the Western
Ghats showed decline for the same period. Spatial patterns in the trends are shown in Figure 6. Analysis of
trends at level of Key Biodiversity Areas identified by CEPF reveals that priority KBA’s showed greater decline in
biodiversity than those identified as non priority KBAs (Fig. 7).

Krishnaswamy et al. (2009) show that spatial variability in NDVI is a better approach to monitor biodiversity
using remotely sensed products. They develop an “eco-climatic” distance as a distance measure from the
wettest vegetation formations in the Western Ghats, adopting such an approach would require ground truth
data. While this approach of developing an index of eco-climatic distance might be better than using NDVI to
monitor biodiversity trends, it would require collecting ground information from reference plots representing
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Figure 5: Relationship between NDVI and faunal richness (mammals, amphibians and reptiles). The richness index is
derived by dividing total richness in each pixel by the maximum richness estimated across all the pixels. Greater the
index higher is the faunal diversity.

the wettest vegetation type in each landscape and this acts as a limiting constraint within the overall objective
of developing a monitoring framework.

Table 1: Gains and losses in NDVI within priority and non-priority KBAs. Raw gains/losses are without correcting for
climate effects. Gains/losses corrected for climate effects are reported for statistically significant trendsatp < 0.1.

Type of KBA Raw Gain Raw Loss Corrected Gain  Corrected Loss
Priority (sq. km.) 4711 10227 318 5246
Non-Priority(sq. km.) 4098 775 2884 3554
Priority (% area) 32% 68% 37% 63%
Non-Priority (% area) 36% 64% 45% 55%

We compared the performance of MODIS NDVI with Landsat derived NDVI data. It was not possible to develop a
monthly time-series across all the years using Landsat files, hence we developed layers showing the maximum
NDVI that is accumulated in a year by using the NDVI values from post-monsoon season. A comparison of
maximum NDVI for a priority KBA, Haliayal, showed similar positive trends in NDVI for both MODIS and Landsat
datasets (Fig. 8) in the period 2000-2013. Although the trends followed a similar pattern, the slopes were not
the same between MODIS and Landsat NDVI for Bondla, a non-priority KBA (Fig. 9). This could be attributed to
the data loss we observed for a few pixels in Landsat images in Bondla during the post-monsoon season due
to extensive cloud cover for a few years. The results suggest that, although Landsat can be used along with
MODIS data for monitoring changes in NDVI, it is not possible to use them for large-scale monitoring, especially
in tropical forests, which experience high cloud cover.

In the Western Ghats several studies have been carried out, across varying time scales and spatial extents, to
assess the loss of forest cover *8!), However our results not only capture loss of forest/vegetation cover it also
captures decline in the quality of the cover. We choose to present the results in terms of declines and increases
as our main objective was to link habitats and biodiversity. To demonstrate the utility of using MODIS tree cover
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Figure 6: The map show how the vegetation cover has changed in the period between 2000 and 2013. The maps highlighted in red show pixels where the change is statistically
significant at p<=0.1. Those in blue show all pixels.
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Figure 7: Priority KBAs showed a greater loss and smaller gains in biodiversity services than non-priority KBA regions.
Raw gains/losses are without correcting for climate effects. Gains/losses corrected for climate effects are reported
for statistically significant trends at p < 0.1.

product (MOD44B) to monitor change in tree cover we compared the significant trends in tree cover with results
from Hansen et al.3%), Our results (Fig. 10) show a higher tree cover loss across the entire Western Ghats when
compared to Hansen et al.(34), Reddy et al. also show higher forest losses in India when compared to Hansen
etal.®"), Hansen et al define loss within a 30 meter pixel if the average amount of tree cover lost is 50% to 100%.
In our analysis we do not use any such criteria to report increasing or decreasing trends in tree cover and it
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Figure 8: A similar trend in NDVI was observed between Landsat and MODIS data for priority KBA Haliyal, Western
Ghats. Analysis of Sen slope suggested a similar positive trend with a slope of 0.08 to 0.09 over the period 2000-
2013. While the patterns were similar, the trends in both Landsat (p=0.59) and MODIS (p=0.38) were non-significant
at p<0.1.

captures not only loss but also deterioration in the quality of tree cover. Table 2 compares the Hansen tree cover
analysis and the MODIS tree cover analysis for priority and non priority KBA’s identified by CEPF.

Table 2: Hansen and MODIS tree cover datasets showed a similar gain in tree cover in KBAs. Whereas, Hansen dataset
showed greater losses in tree cover compared to MODIS data.

Tvpe of KBA Hansen Tree Cover Analysis Modis Tree Cover Analysis
yp Corrected Gain  Corrected loss  Corrected Gain  Corrected loss
Priority (% area) 0.16 0.40 0.16 0.15
Non-Priority (% area) 0.09 0.22 0N 0.16

In conclusion, using NDVI to monitor biodiversity change is a better approach when field data is not available.
It not only shows potential areas undergoing biodiversity changes, it also indicates areas where vegetation
changes are occurring. The trends we report are due to non climatic variables and can be directly attributed to
anthropogenic interventions and reveal both loss/gain and deterioration/improvements. Our results also show
that high resolution Landsat data can be used for a similar trend analysis, however temporal coverage of Landsat
is a major constraint in large scale applications. Both high spatial and high temporal resolution imageries are
needed to accurately discern trends in forest fragmentation and degradation. Neither Landsat nor MODIS meet
both these requirements.
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Figure 9: A similar trend in NDVI was observed between Landsat and MODIS data, however, the Sen slope values for
NDVI trend across the years were different for non-priority KBA Bondla, Western Ghats. The differences could be a
result of data loss in Landsat tiles due to high cloud cover for some of the years in post-monsoon season. While the
patterns were similar, the trends in both Landsat (p=0.21) and MODIS (p=0.9) were non-significant at p<0.1.
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Figure 10: Trends in tree cover derived using MODIS product (MOD44B) showed a higher tree cover loss in the Western
Ghats compared to Hansen tree cover data.



Trends in hydrologic services

Introduction

Hydrologic services refer to a gamut of regulatory as well as provisioning services offered by ecosystems with
respect to water. This includes its retention as soil moisture, recharge of ground water, discharge as streamflow
or evapotranspiration. Determining the impact of restoration and conservation efforts on provisioning of water
can provide the basis of a convincing economic argument in favour of protecting catchments in their natural
forms. Recent research in the Western Ghats shows that forests converted to plantations or degraded tend to
show an overall increase in discharge 4¢) and reduction in hydrologic conductivity, or recharge®. While most
hydrologic services are associated with quantum, duration and quality of stream flow, green water fluxes are
also recognised as an important component in the overall water budget and are known to sustain a range of

ecosystem services 2145,

Hydrological services are arguably the most valued services from natural ecosystems. This is more so for agricul-
tural societies, such as India. The widespread impression that forests provide us clean and continuous supplies
of water oversimplifies complex interactions between vegetation, gecomorphology and climate. Land cover plays
a significant role in determining the quantity of fresh water discharge and its quality, even if geomorphology
and climatic conditions remain similar.

However, measuring discharges across large and difficult terrain poses huge financial and logistic challenges.
Much like other parts of the country, the Western Ghats are poorly gauged and field measurements of hydro-
meteorological parameters are sparse.

The Western Ghats are important from the perspective of hydrological services forming the headwaters of six
major river basins ")
water by 2050”4V,

. Recent estimates suggest that the region “will have 81 million people with insufficient

Discharge or streamflow, re-charge and soil moisture together form the blue-water component of the water
balance. The other component- green-water, refers to the proportion of precipitation which s circulated back into
the atmosphere through evapotranspiration. This can be further broken down into a non-productive component
of evaporation and a productive component of transpiration through plants. Non-productive green water or
evaporation is the sum of water lost through surface evaporation from water bodies and soil as well as canopy
interception.

The question we pose in this section is, what are the trends in hydrological services in terms of blue water during
the period from 2000 to 2013 across the Western Ghats? We further ask what proportion of these trends can be
attributed to non-climatic processes, i.e. factors other than temperature?

Methods

Remote sensing has long been used to derive indices and estimates of hydro-meteorological parameters such
as precipitation, actual and potential evapotranspiration heat flux and soil moisture. While this does not replace
field measurements, it provides us a handle on large scale trends across numerous parameters and can be tied
to changes in land cover, such as modification of natural forest to other land uses.

There are a number of approaches to measure evapotranspiration from remote sensing. Most of these are based
on measurements of heat flux from the thermal bands of imageries. We utilised an approach proposed in 2001

by Zhang et al.(®®) wherein a proxy for soil moisture is used as a parameter to derive evapotranspiration ().
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Figure 11: Procedure followed for deriving blue water values as proxies for hydrologic services.

Three specific estimates are required in order to estimate trends in green and blue water from a catchment:

1. Approximation of actual evapotranspiration.
2. Approximation of soil moisture at the root zone and

3. Approximation of at-surface temperatures and emissivity which is a prerequisite to the above two deriva-
tions.

The overall framework for the analysis is the water balance equation:

P=ET+R+D+AS 2)

where P is precipitation, ET is evapotranspiration, R is surface runoff or streamflow, D is ground water recharge
and AS is change in soil water storage. This can be simplified to

P=ET+Q+AS (3)

where, Q = R+ D or total runoff which includes surface, base flows and interflow (99), The latter term is assumed
to be a constant over annual time periods leading to the simplified equation:

P=ET+Q (4)

Therefore, if we can derive the term ET (or green water) and assume the term AS to be a constant, we arein a
position to determine the proportion of blue water Q. Zhang et al. °® demonstrated that £T can be calculated
based on measurements of potential evapotranspiration (E,) and a parameter w which is a coefficient for plant
available moisture at the root zone as per the equation:

Eo

ET 1+w
e 0 (5)

Eo , (Eo)~!
1 +—VV7; +'<7;>
We used Landsat imageries and a modules and calculations using the raster package in R and GRASS GIS to

derive the blue and green water for each year. E, values were taken from available MODIS based products. The
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value for the w parameter was estimated by deriving the Temperature Vegetation Dryness Index (TVDI) based on
publications by Sandholt et al. 8 and Son et al. °2. In order to proceed with the analysis a number of intermediate
layers were derived. These were based on remotely sensed measurements of surface temperature and emissivity
which can be calculated directly from the thermal band of satellite imageries as per Chander et al.™. Trends for
these were then calculated using Sen slopes as described in the methods presented earlier.

An independent set of blue water estimates was derived using MODIS monthly evapotranspiration products,
MOD16A2, available at Tkm resolution, and TRMM rainfall data. We calculated annual total evapotranspiration
for each year from 2000 to 2013 and subtracted this from annual total rainfall to obtain blue water for each year.
This was later expressed as percentage of total rainfall and analysed for trend using Sen slopes and DLM.

Results and Discussion

Our results suggest that there has been a 43% increase in area where blue water, i.e. discharge and recharge,
has increased. 48% of the Western Ghats remains unchanged and 8% of the area shows a declining trend. The
spatial patterns in the trends are shown in Fig. 12.

Table 3: Gains and losses in blue water trends in priority and non-priority KBAs. Raw gains/losses are without cor-
recting for climate effects. Gains/losses corrected for climate effects are reported for statistically significant trends
atp<0.1.

KBA Raw Gain RawLoss Corrected Gain  Corrected Loss
Priority KBA (sq. km.) 12030 5182 5503 608
Non-Priority KBA (sq. km.) 8498 4509 2922 208
Priority (% area) 69.89% 30.11% 90.05% 9.95%
Non-Priority (% area) 65.33% 34.67% 93.35% 6.65%

The observed trends were validated against field measurements of stream discharge from four catchments in
the Western Ghats. These were from different regions, Anjanari representing the northern Western Ghats in the
state of Maharashtra, Ganjim central Western Ghats in the state of Goa, Santeguli and Sakleshpur in the southern
state of Karnataka. They also represented different rainfall regimes. While the comparison shows a consistent
bias, the trends shown by the blue water estimates are consistent with field observations. This validates our
approach (Fig. 15).

We compared Landsat derived blue water values with blue water values derived using MODIS. Both data sets
showed a strong significant correlation with each other, with R? values ranging from 0.44 to 0.68 (p <0.001)
(Fig. 16). However, the temporal coverage by Landsat images was poor compared with MODIS data. Hence we
used MODIS derived blue water data for trend analysis.

Results presented here indicate an increase in blue water availability from a large proportion of both priority
KBA (89%) and non-priority KBA (93%) (Fig. 13). However, the total amount of blue water provided by priority
KBAs was almost twice that of non-priority KBAs across the Western Ghats (Fig. 14). This implies additional
water was available through streamflow into reservoirs and rivers, soil moisture and recharge of ground water.
Given the importance of the Western Ghats as headwaters of important rivers, our results indicate a positive
trend. There are two major processes that could contribute to the increased blue water flows. 1) The increase in
total precipitation in the region over the study period and 2) a decrease in the green water component of the
annual water budget. The latter would indicate a reduction in the total amount of “productive green water” or
reduction in transpiration implying reduced green forest cover. However our observations on trends in NDVI
over the same period show that there has been an increase in overall productivity in the Western Ghats. Further
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(a) Statistically significant raw (uncorrected for climate effects) and corrected trends in priority KBA and
non-priority KBAs reported as area in sq.km.
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(b) statistically significant raw (uncorrected for climate effects) and corrected trends in blue water in priority KBAs reported in proportions.
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(c) statistically significant raw (uncorrected for climate effects) and corrected trends in blue water services in non-priority KBAs reported in
proportions.

Figure 13: Priority KBAs showed a greater increase in hydrologic services than non-priority KBA regions. Raw gain-
s/losses are without correcting for climate effects. Gains/losses corrected for climate effects are reported for statis-
tically significant trends at p < 0.1.

work is required to determine the extent to which changes in precipitation have contributed to the increased
blue water trends observed in the region.
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Figure 14: Priority KBAs had greater amounts of blue water than non-priority KBAs. The blue water is shown as aver-
age (mm) per year across the period 2000 to 2013.
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Figure 15: Validation of blue water trends based on MODIS, against field measurements of discharge at four catch-
ments in the Western Ghats.
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Figure 16: A very strong correlation was observed between MODIS derived blue water and Landsat derived blue wa-
ter.
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Trends in Carbon Services

Introduction

Tropical forests have been recognised as significant sinks of carbon (¢26¢) with the current carbon stock esti-
mated to be 471 Pg with a stock density of 242 Mg C ha™ 62, Pan et al.(¢?) estimated an average annual carbon
sequestration rate of 1.2 Pg C yr! for tropical forests between the years 1990 and 2007. However, they observed
23% reduction in carbon sink between 2000 and 2007 which reduced from 1.3 Pg C yr for 1990 to 1999 to 1.0
Pg C yr'! for 2000-2007. They attributed this reduction to deforestation and fragmentation of intact forests
between 2000 and 2007. Over the last few decades tropical forests have experienced rampant deforestation

4244191 This significantly contributes to emission of CO,,

and conversion of forests to non-forestry activities!
reduced carbon stock, reduced soil carbon assimilation, and global warming 386999 There is an immediate
need to understand CO, dynamics in terrestrial ecosystems for developing global as well as regional policies for

climate change mitigation and carbon sequestration (7.

Primary productivity is a term used in ecology to refer to CO, that gets assimilated as biomass in an ecosystem.
Net Primary Productivity (NPP) is considered as a measure of total carbon sequestered/ assimilated after

accounting for the maintenance losses ('?

. Increase in NPP suggests a higher rate of CO, sequestration in a
system in which case that system acts as a major carbon sink. Similarly, a decrease in NPP suggests reduced
rate of sequestration in an ecosystem. Hence, NPP trend analysis is an important step in understanding the

ecosystem carbon dynamics and effect of deforestation or management interventions (73

We studied carbon sequestration trends, using NPP, in the Western Ghats landscape for the period 2000 to 2013.
Our main objective was to analyze the changes in carbon services, mainly carbon sequestration, as a response
to conservation and management interventions undertaken in the sWestern Ghats key biodiversity areas by
CEPF and other organisations.

The methodology used here and results obtained, can be extended further to evaluate the effects of climate
change, and to identify areas that act as sources and sinks of CO; in the Western Ghats. NPP is very sensitive
to CO, concentrations°9), Increased CO, removes the light related photosynthesis constraint experienced by
plants resulting in increased NPP 2, However, this relationship is not linear. Increase in air temperature and
droughts, which are the resultants of increase in CO, /global warming, can result in higher respiration losses
from forests, and thus change the nature of forests from carbon sinks to carbon sources *'°), Under these
circumstances a study of CO, dynamics in terrestrial ecosystems with respect to changes in other climatic and
anthropogenic variables, and knowing the source and sinks of CO, can help in better management of these
ecosystems and in policy formulation.

Methods

We used remotely sensed data, which is among the only sources of temporal information needed to analyse
trends in carbon sequestration. Data from both MODIS and Landsat was used and the performance of each was
compared in terms of spatial and temporal resolution and accuracy.

MODIS dataset

The MOD17A3 product was used from the MODIS dataset for this study. MOD17A3 provides NPP data at Tkm

resolution which is estimated on yearly basis. This product has been validated using field data and found to

61,83)

be accurate in measuring NPP at global and regional scales! . We estimated the monotonic trends in NPP
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Figure 17: Procedure followed for deriving net primary productivity values as proxies for carbon services.

for the period 2000 to 2013 across the Western Ghats using Sen slope ). A dynamic linear model (DLM) was
fitted to remove the influence of climatic variables on the levels of NPP data by regressing the time varying NPP
against annual summer temperature (March, April, May) derived from MODIS LST (MOD11A2) day time layers.
We used summer temperature as it is known to increase the respiration rate dramatically and thereby reduce
NPP (%3,

Estimating Net Primary Production (NPP) from Landsat

Estimation of NPP from Landsat is largely based on the light use efficiency (LUE) model 5354

. In this model,
gross primary productivity (GPP) is a function of absorbed photosynthetically active radiation (APAR) and a LUE

coefficient (¢), and NPP is calculated from GPP after deducting the respiration losses (I') for maintenance;

GPP
NPP

ex APAR
GPP-T (6)

The LUE model is conceptually simple and can be easily parameterised with remote sensing data (3-27:28:82,84),

APAR is often represented as a product of fraction of photosynthetically active radiation (fPAR) as shown below,

APAR = fPAR+*PAR (7)

where, PAR is the total incident photosynthetically active radiation.

Several studies have shown that fPAR can be estimated from remotely sensed images and it is correlated to
spectral vegetation indices. fPAR is considered approximately equal to the normalised difference vegetation
index (NDVI) (27565884 And hence equation 7 can be rewritten as,

APAR =NDVI*PAR & therefore
GPP =ex NDVI+PAR (8)
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We used maximum NDVI value observed in the study area to estimate NPP. Maximum NDVI was calculated
by extracting maximum pixel value across post-monsoon season (October, November and December), which
is the peak period for biomass production in plants. We calculated instantaneous net radiation (INR) for the
post-monsoon season using i.eb.netrad module in GRASS. PAR was calculated as 0.45 of INR 3584 We multiplied
maximum NDVI with maximum PAR estimated to obtain highest possible APAR in that season in the landscape.

MODIS derived landcover maps (MCD12Q1) were used to identify vegetation types in each year. We restricted our
NPP analysis to the period from 2001 to 2012 which corresponds to the availability of the MODIS landcover maps.
We developed a APAR conversion efficiency (¢) map by using the ¢ values described in MODIS NPP products
(MOD17) for each vegetation type @, ¢ was then multiplied with APAR to obtain GPP for each year. We then
analysed the trend in these estimated maximum possible GPP values to know trends in CO, sequestration across
the Western Ghats.

Results and Discussion

The estimated range of MODIS NPP for the entire Western Ghats for the period 2000 to 2013 ranged between
0.01and 1.38 kg C m2 with a median of 0.6 kg C m™. Field measurements of NPP in the Western Ghats range
between 0.03 and 2.2 kg C m2 ("8} Comparison of estimates from remotely sensed MODIS product and field
measurement from Bhat et al. ("), Bhat and Ravindranath ) shows that remotely sensed data estimates, 0.04 to
0.6, are within acceptable ranges obtained from field studies.

Our results show that if not corrected for temperature, the overall trend appears to be negative. However when
corrected for climatic variables the trend is significantly positive for nearly 40% of the Western Ghats (Fig. 18).

Table 4: Gains and losses in NPP trends within priority and non-priority KBAs. Raw gains/losses are without correct-
ing for climate effects. Gains/losses corrected for climate effects are reported for statistically significant trends at
p=0.1.

Type of KBA Raw Gain Raw Loss Corrected Gain Corrected Loss
Priority KBA (sq.km) 6828 7773 7029 1390
Non-Priority KBA (sq.km) 5604 5478 6576 664
Priority KBA (% area) 47.00% 53.00% 83.00% 17.00%
Non-Priority KBA (% area) 51.00% 49.00% 91.00% 9.00%

Several other studies have also found an increase in NPP globally as well as in tropical ecosystems (37:58:72) A
strong correlation has been found between increase in NPP carbon sink and enhancement in global carbon

155971 This suggests the importance of green vegetation in mitigating the effects of climate change.

pool!
However, we found that when not corrected for effects of temperature there was a negative trend in NPP. An
increase in air temperature is known to induce higher respiration losses in plants which leads to reduced
NPP (93190 Thys both enhanced carbon and temperature might be playing a role in determining NPP carbon
sink in the Western Ghats. With finer level data and images, this study design adopted by us could be useful in

monitoring climate change and its influence on tropical ecosystems.

Priority KBAs identified by CEPF showed greater increase in carbon services than those identified as non-priority
KBAs (Fig. 19). The total amount of carbon sequestered in priority KBAs was almost twice that of non-priority KBAs
(Fig. 20). Better protection to priority KBAs under various conservation projects and management interventions
could be one of the factors that contributed towards increased carbon sequestration. About 56% of carbon is
stored in biomass in tropical forests ©2). The reduced rate of removal of biomass in the form of fuel-wood, timber,
litter etc., could have facilitated greater carbon storage in the form of biomass in these priority sites. It is also
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important to note that, majority of the forests in the Western Ghats are relatively younger forests. The younger
forests have a greater potential to sequester carbon compared to old forests (¢2),

We found a correlation between MODIS annual NPP and Landsat derived potential maximum GPP (Fig. 22).
Although higher than MODIS the estimates of GPP from Landsat shows similar trends across years. The higher
Landsat estimates are probably because GPP is the total carbon sequestered and does not account for the
respiration losses associated with tissue maintenance and growth. A general assumption is that 40% of the
GPP is converted into NPP annually 9, However, the NPP conversion efficiency varies largely with vegetation
type and the age of the stand. Hence, we did not convert Landsat GPP into NPP. A fine scale land-cover map
and standardisation of correlation between GPP and NPP at field level can help in improving the efficiency of
Landsat images in estimating NPP.

Although MODIS images cannot capture spatial details as well as Landsat, availability of MODIS product through-
out the year at regular intervals makes it a superior product in estimating average annual productivity of a
site. Additionally the MODIS product includes loss of carbon due to various climatic factors ®). While Landsat
provides superior spatial resolution the temporal coverage is very poor; for the entire Western Ghats temporal
data loss was nearly 26%, whereas for few sites the loss was as high as 92% (h146,v50). Further there was loss in
information due to cloud cover and striping due to SLC failure. Other studies also have established the usefulness

of MODIS products in estimating annual productivity and inter-annual variability in NPP (7%-93),

We conclude that MODIS NPP products can be used to monitor improvements in carbon sequestration in
ecosystems as a response to conservation/anthropogenic factors at a given site. These monitoring tools are
cost effective and perform better over other freely available remotely sensed products, including Landsat. The
study design and methodologies adopted can also be used effectively to monitor impact of climate change on
ecosystem processes and services. Further data and monitoring of priority sites studied here, will be crucial in
predicting future changes and developing strategies to mitigate the effects of climate change in the Western
Ghats.

The analysis presented in this report could be further refined by including phenological datasets, additional
covariates like aerosols and high resolution rainfall, all these can be derived from MODIS products. The current
approach sets up a frame work for advanced analysis to look at lagged response in three services as covariates
evolve in time. It also provides the inputs required to detect break points, or points in time where drastic shifts
in trends have been observed .
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Figure 19: Priority KBAs showed a greater increase in carbon services than area under non-priority KBA. Raw gain-
s/losses are without correcting for climate effects. Gains/losses corrected for climate effects are reported for statis-
tically significant trends at p < 0.1.

32



3000

2500

2000

1500

1000

Total carbon sequestered [Mt]

500

Priority KBA Non-Priority KBA
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Figure 21: Comparison of trends in carbon services in the Cardamom hills priority KBA measured by MODIS and Land-
sat. Landsat data for Cardamom hills has 5 missing years, and 3 consecutive years with no data.
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Figure 22: Comparison of trends in carbon services in a priority (Haliyal RF) and a non-priority KBA (Bondla WLS)
measured by MODIS and Landsat. The Landsat dataset for Haliyal RF and Bondla WLS has only one missing year

(2010).
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